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To talk about

▪ Springwater Library’s Story

▪ What is Dyslexia?

▪ How and why Libraries can help

▪ Levelled Readers vs. Decodable Books

▪ Resources for Libraries

▪ Questions



Springwater’s Story

▪ Reading buddies program

▪ CEO’s son

▪ Patrons requesting advice



What is 
Dyslexia?

Dyslexia is a neurologically-based 
condition that affects: 

▪ word-level reading accuracy
▪ reading fluency
▪ spelling

It is often described as an unexpected 
difficulty in learning to read.
https://itshardtoread.org/

https://itshardtoread.org/


Dyslexia Myths

▪ Dyslexia is rare

▪ Dyslexic people are not smart

▪ Dyslexia can be outgrown

▪ If children are read to often, they will not have dyslexia

▪ People with dyslexia see things backwards

▪ Children with dyslexia are lazy

▪ Only boys have dyslexia

▪ If you have dyslexia, you will never learn to read



Signs of 
Dyslexia

▪ Difficulty learning letter names and sounds

▪ Trouble rhyming

▪ Inconsistent memory for words

▪ Can’t remember lists (days of week)

▪ Mispronounces words

▪ Word confusion

▪ Frustration and avoidance

▪ Poor spelling

▪ Reverses letter sequence (left/felt)

▪ Guessing







https://dyslexiaida.org/event/a-20th-year-celebration-of-scarboroughs-reading-rope/



Individuals with 
Dyslexia have 
difficulty with:

• Learning the skills needed to sound-out 
words such as
• The ability to identify and manipulate 

the individual speech sounds in words 
– phonemic & phonological awareness

• Mastering letter-sound associations
• Learning spelling patterns

• They may also need more repetitions with 
each word before it “sticks” 





How reading is 
taught in 
schools



Right to Read
▪ October 2019 Public Inquiry Launched

▪ Focused on word-level reading and early reading skills

▪ Recommends the use of the term “dyslexia”, previously learning 
disability was used

▪ Recommends moving from “3-cueing” balanced literacy 
curriculum to evidence based explicit instruction

▪ Found that there is little emphasis in Teacher Education programs 
on how to teach foundational word reading skills

▪ Recommends universal early screening



Why Libraries
• Up to 1 in 5 people may have Dyslexia

• Access to information and culture needs to be open to all

• Quality of life

• Supported by the ALA, UN,  IFLA, UNESCO and more

• We serve the entire community

• Promotes accessibility and inclusivity

• Ideally situated to help provide early intervention

• Literacy is our business



Promoting Accessibility

▪ E-books and e-audiobooks

▪ Graphic novels

▪ Wonderbooks

▪ CELA resources

▪ Pictorial signage

▪ Resources for parents and teachers

▪ Education and awareness programs

▪ Cpen (scanning pens) and other 
technology

▪ Non-judgmental, welcoming, 
helpful places



At Springwater…

▪ Staff training

▪ Advocacy efforts

▪ Information sessions

▪ Reading buddies

▪ Learn to read kits

▪ Decodable storywalks

▪ Utilizing different language to 
speak about reading



Levelled 
Readers



“Phonics” Books ▪ This book is teaching short “e”. 



Can a beginning reader 
read this page easily?

▪ 14 consonants 

▪ Short vowels – “will”
▪ Long E spelled y – “pinky”
▪ Long A spelled a_e - take
▪ Long A spelled “ay” – play

▪ Letter a – pronounced “aw” – walk
▪ /ch/ - spelled “ch” - chase
▪ /ch/ - spelled “tch” - fetch

▪ Multi-syllable word – “butterflies”



Decodable Books







Resources

▪ IDA Ontario https://www.idaontario.com/

▪ Dyslexia Canada https://www.dyslexiacanada.org/

▪ Decoding Dyslexia https://decodingdyslexiaon.org/

▪ Teach My Kid to Read https://teachmykidtoread.org/

▪ Let’s Get Reading Right 
https://www.letsgetreadingright.com/

▪ The Yale Center for Dyslexia and Creativity 
https://dyslexia.yale.edu/

▪ Right to Read Inquiry Report 
https://www.ohrc.on.ca/en/right-to-read-inquiry-
report

▪ ONlit https://onlit.org/
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Road to Decode

• Online community for Libraries
• Information about other libraries, decodable 

books, links to resources and professional 
development

• Free access to parent portal for patrons of 
member libraries

• https://community.teachmykidtoread.org/feed

Here is the link to sign up for the community (this is for an 
individual membership): 
https://community.teachmykidtoread.org/checkout/1-member
The coupon code for four free months is ONT2025

https://community.teachmykidtoread.org/feed
https://community.teachmykidtoread.org/feed
https://can01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fcommunity.teachmykidtoread.org%2Fcheckout%2F1-member&data=05%7C02%7CJodie.Delgado%40springwaterlibrary.ca%7Cbe93201d7c8d415356d908dd873eec16%7C803b2c7b594a42038bbb646d62168b24%7C0%7C0%7C638815426507326441%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=fVzcCoF3sOe3QGcCv5vI2l7tQRE360mOIV8jtTMlx4k%3D&reserved=0
https://can01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fcommunity.teachmykidtoread.org%2Fcheckout%2F1-member&data=05%7C02%7CJodie.Delgado%40springwaterlibrary.ca%7Cbe93201d7c8d415356d908dd873eec16%7C803b2c7b594a42038bbb646d62168b24%7C0%7C0%7C638815426507326441%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=fVzcCoF3sOe3QGcCv5vI2l7tQRE360mOIV8jtTMlx4k%3D&reserved=0
https://can01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fcommunity.teachmykidtoread.org%2Fcheckout%2F1-member&data=05%7C02%7CJodie.Delgado%40springwaterlibrary.ca%7Cbe93201d7c8d415356d908dd873eec16%7C803b2c7b594a42038bbb646d62168b24%7C0%7C0%7C638815426507326441%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=fVzcCoF3sOe3QGcCv5vI2l7tQRE360mOIV8jtTMlx4k%3D&reserved=0


Questions?

Jodie Delgado

Jodie.Delgado@springwaterlibrary.ca

705-220-2496

mailto:Jodie.Delgado@springwaterlibrary.ca
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